Paying for Funeral Costs in Oregon

When a Ioved one dies, grieving family and friends often need to make many decisions

quickly, and they may be wondering how or where they will find the money to pay for the
funeral services. This guide has been created by the Oregon Mortuary and Cemetery Board

to help funeral consumers as they look into their options for paying for.the care of a loved

one who has recently passed away, particularly when limited funds may pose a hardship.

Comparison Shop. Because of the nature of funeral services, consumers often do not treat this transaction
in the same way that they would treat any other purchase. They may go to the funeral home closest to their
home, or the only one whose name they can remember, or a funeral home that their family has used in the
past. The cost of funeral services can vary widely, and consumers don’t often look for the best price or the

options that most closely match what they can afford. Under Federal Trade Commission rules, a funeral home
must tell you their prices for goods and services over the phone if you ask. If a death has recently occurred or
IS imminent, call around to area funeral homes to inquire about prices before selecting a funeral home.
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Tribal Membership. If the deceased person was a member of an Alaska Native group or
Native American tribe, there may be funds available to assist with the care of your loved one.
Contact the tribe or group directly to determine if this is an option. There are nine federally
recognized tribes within the State of Oregon. Contact information for those nine is provided
below, and contact information for tribes or native groups outside of Oregon can be found online.

e Crowdfunding. Many funerals are now financed through

e Life Insurance Policies. These may be through the collaborative donations of the deceased person’s
the deceased person’s employer, bank network of friends and family. Online services such as

ZON\ account, or as a stand-alone purchase. PlumFund, GoFundMe, YouCaring, FuneralFund, or others
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 Body Donation. Many people want their bodies “donated to science”

after they pass away, and several public and private agencies in Oregon

offer this service. If the deceased person did not arrange for this prior was the victim of a crime that resulted
to their death, then the family may choose to pursue this after they
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this is a decision that may need to be made quickly.
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